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mﬂ MARCH 7, 1960

we noxt meeting of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska will be mw March 7 ab
4 p.m. in the Willow Park Recreation Hall. g %

o, ring the Club's first year of operatiom, several items in the ﬂmlﬂmﬁm have seemed
. require modification to allow for flaxibility. Instesd of taking a multitude of
qiments into the existing Constitution and Bylaws, Johony Jolmston rewrote them to |
t:ﬁme‘ the changes. A copy of the Conatitution is enclosed with this issus of Scree.

. it, the revised items are underlines. At the next meeting, acceptance or rejection

’_; shis version will be decided. We are counting om you to help discuss the Constitutiom
i# stands now and to bring up any suggestions, corrections or questions concerning

ﬂ i March Tth,

joovie will be shown following the business meeting.

GETING, MARCH 7, 1960

e last meeting of the MCA was a Potluck supper held on February lat, The Club is
geatly indebted to Leona Wilkersom for organizing a committee of Elinore Schuck and
slgria  Wilsem who set up all the innumerable and necessary detailas which made the
ppoor run smoothly. Thers seemed to be plenty of pota and lots of good things in theml
frarwards tha Committee was assisted with the clean-up chores by Jackie Cote and

il Gardey.

jlides were shown of the attempt last September om. Marcus Baker with Paul Crews commenting.
iarcus Baker remains a goal for the Mountaineering Club since poor weather prevented

Zns Matz, Helga Bading, Gregg Erickaon and Pawl Crews from meking the higheat pesk

i the Chugach Range in ' 58,

SIMBING SCHEDULE

HMarch §5-6 Pioneer Peak:; Paul Crews leading. Telsphone: home - BR 44731
office BR 63455

April Carpathian Pesk: date as yet undecided.

LEETING, MARCH 7

wappy E0%h Birthday on March 15th to Joe Pichler! In homor of this occasion the
lirch Scree will carry Joe's account of the trip he led over the O0ld Mail Trail, Ship
ireglk to Indiesn Housse. The official version of this trip will appear below, but this
bing the best organized and most successful of the Club enterprises to date a second
u.ling seems in order,

ATTOP", AWOTHER TRAIWNING THEK
by Chuck Metzger

Sun., Jan. 31, 6:00 a.m. A windy, rainy, overcest and perfectly miserabls day
i anyone to be outside, let alone would-be mountain climbers.

) A hardy group of MCA climbers, namely Helga Bading, Psul Crews, Andy Brauchli
41 met at Hamsoen's Service Station on the Seward Highway, Objectiver To climb
F«i%top Mountain, f

Some of us, notably me, entertained serious doubts as to the sanensass of climbing
~ i day such as this. Affer long and serious consideration, while driving back to
tl's to retrieve a forgotton pair of climbing skins, we decided to climb, weather ok
#eather, Some people just plain love to pget wet ....

ifter piclding up the skins we headed out the highway again, stopping at Hanson's
“ shat 1 could get the "Red Beast" (large red pickup), and from there proceeded up
"“illay Rd., turned right at the top onto Habbit Creek Rd., and thence left up the
4 laading to Clark's homestead, We made it as far as the "short cut", where the
“ became a little too deep for Paul's Rambler.
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| Here it was, "the mement of truth". Out ceme the skis, skins and packs (the packs,
!nupunudl;r extrae hsﬁqr beceuse of the nature of the climb). After said packe were donned,
| kis and sking ndjusted (curses om mg-uhﬂngsl we started up the hill. By this time,
{ wch t0 my relief, the rain had turned to snow. Onward and ever upward we climbed, through
. rapidly incressing snow cover with e fresh bresze (gale force) at our backs.

I The road seemed awfully leng that day, mainly because we could see only & very few
*apt #head of ue, tut at last we reached Clark's homestead, where &s usunl, we were
svited in for coffee.

After spending & very pleasssnt hour end half inside their beautiful little home,
irying out end consuming copious mmounts of their ocoffes, we again donned our egQuipment
wmd started over the hill,

& short elimb took us to the top of the ridge ebove Clark's where we stopped for
lunch because Helps wes on the verge of starvation: Upon spelling finis to numerous
ssndwiches, hendsfull of nputs, etc. we continued southwsrd alomg the ridge, crossed a
windblown gully (try skiing dewn hill with skins sometime) and climbed the small buttress
sich leads %o Flattop.

The top of the buttress meant the last of our skiing for awhile, so we shouldered
the gkis and walked across & short hogback to the base of Flattop's north flank. A
ten minute scramble cver snow coversed scree and another tan or fifteen minutes up a
relative steep snow face put us om top.

We had conguered "Flattop" (the mighty guardian of the ridge above Clark's) and
ts mike the day complete our friendly cloud layer lifted for five minutes to give us
& view of the "flatlands" below.

The climax of the day was the run out, deep (heavy) powder down the gully to
flark' s and hardpacked road from there out to the Hebbit Creek Rd, Ve were back in
the eity by 3:00 p.m., satisfied end full of contentment from & day spent smong the
pesks gway from the noise and harassment of town.

IEI_DI_II MATL TRAIL, SHIF CREEK TO INDIAN HOUSE
4 R by Jackie Cote

© P:50 . . . deylight was just bresking over the Chugach . . .
me;r in commend . . . the party, & enowshoers and ome skier, assembled at the
off spot, Arctic Valley ski bowl. Howerd and Elinore Schuck with their
"sitrmarkers" were seasoned snowshoers, having had & chance to practice their
ing on an earlier MCAR trip. Bob Laymen using bear pews, BEill Atwood with ome
st outsized packs I've ever seen (he had everything but o bed in the thing),
roing, looking like & refugee from & surplus stors, on snowshoes, and myself on

headed for Indien House and would teke the old 25 mile mail trail up Ship

st as we were about to teke off, Sgt., Herhendez, U.5. Army Fish snd Wildflower
tative spotted us. He had been called out following & report thet a wolf had
ted prowling arcund the ski bowl lodge. Seeing ne wolf, he settled for us.

e wore off limits. Joe pleaded our cause trying to explain the expedition, tut

b0 no aveil. S5gt. Hernender was & man of the rule book, and his book made no

o6 for mounteineers, We were still off limite. He sallowed he would check with the
i Marshal's office, but he warmed us that we were to stay put until he returned,
58 this could become an "incident" and closure of the Ski Bowl FRoad to all

might follow.

panwhile down at the Provost Marshal'e office & jeep was dispatched to help the
"escort” us down the Mt.11! Down we went .... the dangerous mounteineers

med guard fore snd aft, When we got back to the Provost Marshel's office we
our trip opce again, Finely a sympathetic Co, picked up his phone and made
! contacts to get ue permission to continue. He warned us though that any
ditions through the military preservation would have to be clearmd with
Menager snd then the Base Commander's Office. Mountaineers, take heed if you
't to share cur fatel

time the sun was well up in the sky. We had lost 5 hours ... well, maybe
that extra push and make up our lost time. Back up the 5ki Bowl Road we

8 time we got off. -
irst half mile was & series of stops: packs to be adjusted, jackets te be
retied, but at least we were on the trail, It was pretty lewvel going, mot
‘o trip us, smd we were msking good time. Joe hoped we'd be able to get
1d roadhouse the first dey. But with derimess coming on, Joe thought

ght left, we bustled about making a camp. Joe and Bob
d Elinore stringing up theirs. Wnile Gene and Bill went
thm-h.hmph;tuhrnlhq:mt
; boughs attrese and & thatched roof over our heads (well anyway
M:h: !.'ur'lrunf]' ‘l!rﬂutiudarhmns completsly upon us, we had & roaring
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sipg Built and dinner cooking ... no dehydroted mush for usi Tonight we were going first
1885 +.. Steaizst (Helpga will probobly want to expel us from the ciub:'l However, it's so
auch ecsier to forget about those sore muscles when you've put owoy o steak, mashed
otatoes ané spinach dinner,
i Af+ter ginnmer for twc of the members, anywny, came the climax of our trip: The
gmouncement of Gene's and my engapgement! A toast wos proposed. It should heve been to
¥oA, which wos reaponsible for the whole thing since we met at the MOA rock climbing

simsses lasi spring.
S,;_rm,._; morning devmed grey, but with & hint of the clear skies to come. We ate a

pasty breakfast, but inspite of all ocur good intentions were not oo cur wey until B8:30,
7e'd hove to mointain a good fast pace to maeke up for oll our lost time if we were to
reach the pass by 3:00 thet afternocon, We started off well, The going was still ensy
singe the rise in elevation wos steady but so gradual as not to be noticesble: By noon,
however, we were o pretity tired bunch, ond each step wae becoming more of an effort.
Tould we never get nround that bend so that the pass would at least be in sight! Finally,
ot 2200 o' clock when we realized thet the pass wasn't "just overthat next rise", Joe
decided we ought to stop for lunch, " Pooped-out-hill" we called it, ae we gratefully
topk off our packs and flopped. Even after & halfl hour's rest and some food to spur us any
it wes only the thought that we were getting close to the ponse and from there it would be
"a]ll downmhill" thot made us even consider getting up. Our shoulders by now were crying
mut'@n protest ... still enother mile or so ... then it sterted to snow. The last part
was Bgony. Each time we got cleser, the pass would tesse us by moving further sway
{amywey that's the way it seemed). When at last we reached the pass, none of us had the
mergy to do much celebrating, We just stuffed ancther handful of raisins in our mouths
ad started off apgain, At least we were on the "ull down hill from here" side. We had
repghed the pass about 3:40,

¥ow, st last 1 wouldn't be teil-end-drag-along. The rest of this trip was going to
ne fun., Oply I hadn't conditioned my tired reflexes to the impossibly flet lightl With
e "gee you later, slowpokes", I skimmed past the plodding snowshoers, This was fun, Wext
thisg I knew, both skis were buried clear to my boots in &an umseen snow driftl dmnd Jackie
was an her face! Have you ever pitched straight forwerd over the tips of your skis with

o

1 fall peck on your back? Don't try it, This is not the recommended method of stepping.
fter the snowshoers dug me out, put me back on my feet and helped me on with my
: the second time I decided cautiom would be the better part of valor and main-

Wl & much slower pace. It wes thus we pushed om, with darkmess hastened by the snow-
 beginning to overtake and emgulf ws. Would we never reach thet durned rosd?.

hen it got so dark that we could no longer see to take our next step, Joe decided
for the night. To go on in the darlmess would be foolherdy. The next big

we pessed would provide us with shelter for the night, Making camp that night,

a sorry locking umch. A1l of us were stumbling over our own feet from sheer
Thet night the menu was pretty bizarre: chicken noodle soup with osmtmeal ([only
enough for soup hadn't been scraped clean of thet morning's oetmenl), baceon,
raisins, hot dogs, steak scraps, nuts end candy. Maybe not the balenced diet that
ritionist.would prescribe, but it sure tasted good to us.

r apy remaining food for breaskfast. There was still some tea left, and somewhare
be bottom of his pack Bill Attwood pulled out 4 frozen hard boiled egge. We thawed
B them, along with the remaining nute and reisins. Bverything was fine, until we
hat someone's sock had fallen into the tea, Two days on the trail, though,
‘dened us, We merely pulled out the sock and drank thetea anyway. No time to brew
3 We were overdue &nd families would start to worry., We started off, but ]
poon before we finally reached the end of our journey. The Seward Highwsy at lastl
 care at Indian Housel! We were 6 tired snowshoere and one tired skier ....

dd we do it again? You bet! Just as soom as the blisters on my heels go away.

Y, MARCH Tth

ks Jackie Cote mnd Gene Horning for the first scope of its existencel
neering Club of Alaska extends best wishes on their engagement,

hes to make two sorrections. In the Jsnuary Scree the~Irip at Arctic Valley
@d, It took plece on Sunday, January 24th, Also in the brief mccount of
: ﬁng pﬂt}, ﬁqw wie too ¢old even for ice sketers, not mountaineers
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