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MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA
MARCH MEETING

Wedne sday, Mareh 17, 1975, & Fi, Fioneer School house, Third and Eagls, Anchorage,
ilaska. FHEILTP UPION from the inchorage office of the /jrctic Institute of Herth
smerica will talk about the activitiss of the Institute. There will bs a short
glide show on a locsl srea.

BORD MEETIHG
Monday, RERIL 5, 1976, 8 EM, 4107 Horth Star Strest.
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SKIIRG SCHEDULE

March 1% HATCHER PASS-SNOWETRD (OWE. Lesave inchorage at 8 PM from Fred
Saturday Meyer or meet at the Inn on the s tchback at 9870, Leader,
CHUCK HEATH. Call DONA for details, 279=2901.

March 27--.0 ARCTIC VALLEY TO GIRDWOOD over Crow FasS. peat at 7 4M at Fred

Saturday-Tucsdsy Heyer. Start at Watershad sign on Jarctic Vallsy Hoad. Ski vp
the scenie Ship Cresk valley as far as vou wish, or go the entire
route, Leader, EILL STIVERS, 277=-2869,

April = TURHAGATH PASS. Skl up "middle Tin Can valley® away from ava=

gaturday lanche slopgs, lunch and return. Lesve Pass about v or 4 pM. DMeet
at Fred Meyer at § aM. Ho leader. Call DOlA for detalls, Z279-
25901

dpril 10-11 o 107 HAVE SUGGESTIONST Let us knew kare the snow icstll

Saturday-Sunday

dpril 18 Ficturesque BEACH CREEE TRATL wvalley (about mile £ CF Seward

Surday Highway). &ki along canter oroek away from svalenche slopes ©

]
bridge or boyond, lunch and return, Moot at 8 A at Frad Moiyors
Leador, DONA AGOSTI, 279=-2901. Thig is @asy enough for neophjites.
EFE T EE L T L ]
MINUTES OF GENERAL iERTING
[UITATHEERING CLUB OF ALASER, © Fif, Pebwary 18, 1976, Dimond High School Cafs-
teria, 2909 West BBth lvunua, inchorage, Jiaska.

The moeting was called to ordor st B PR iy Fre Fidont BILL STIVERS. Freoedding t'!'..':}
busincess meoting MIKE HEINZ pr sentod a olido show on the 1974 jretic to Glrdwooun

L
@l Tour and also on anothor slkiing trip up Tin Cain Ridgne
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING continued.

The minutos of tho previous meoting worc approved, Tho Troasuror‘s report showeds
cash-on-hand, $19.78; checking, $809.98; savings, $412.69, for a total of $1242.45.

The Hiking Committce reported that the Williwaw Lakes Ski Tour would be held on
March 6, and that tho Prospect Heights Ski Tour would bo hold on March 24.%54 or ko

CHUCK EVANS then rcad his lotter on O.R.V. travel which he was to send to the fol-
lowing peoplos Superintendent Chugach National Forest, Diroctor M aska Division of
Lands, State Director B.L.M., LTIC Cowlos of Fort Richardson, and the Commissionor of
Maska Fish and Game. Tho lotter stated that the MCA is concerned about the cffents
of O0.R.V. travol on the land, and that wc arc intorested in developing measuros Lot
0.R.V. control and would like to participate in the zoning of land for protection.
The MCA bolicvos such controls should apply to all lands, 4 motion was made and
passed that the lottor should be sent to these people. EILL STIVERS then mentioned
that on the Rosurrection Trail Ski Tour two snow machines were encountered. This
was reported to the police and he is awaiting further news on what action was taken,

CHUCK O 'LEARY prosented a lecture on avalanche safety. His lecture covored slab and
loose snow avalanches, snow scttlement and change, snowfall and temperature factors,
avalanche force and wind, and safety precautiens which should be takens

7The moeting was adjourned.

David -Newcombe
Secrocltary
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PRESIDENT *S PEN

CHIUGACH STATE PARK., The movoment to ban hunting, trapping, and shooting within the
Chugach State Parl: is presently in limbo. At one point the Division of Parks and
Division of Game had compromiscd on a proposal to be submitted to tho Board of Gawe
during its mecting on March 24, The compromise proposal granted only token conces~
sions to nonhunter users, 3Somo rostrictions wero rocommonded for the lower [agle
River and Hillside arcas in consideration of safoty for humans and their pets. Tha
Tndian Croek drainage would be closed te shoep huntingl Yot this farcical compro-
rise was too rmch for the Director of tho Division of Game, who rescinded it in its
entirety. Bvidence that tho State bureaucracios have any sensitivity to the values
incident to preserving tho wildernoss qualities of the Park is lacking. On the
contrary, it appoars that Governor Hammond'’s concept of Alaskan wildlife as "Big
Business still provails, Our carcer orionted bureaucrats are roluctant to upset the
interosts of tho manufacturors and merchants of firoarms and the dostructive asppetite
of many gun uscrs.

+ cannot bo argued that hunting within the scope of the rogulations would seriousiy
depleto the Park®s wildlife, Yot thero aro othor considorations. 4n arca free from
human hunting would devolop more maturo animals, particularly bull mooso and r£amse
Natural predators, such as wolves and coyotes, would benefit firom a roro aequate
sourcs of food. In the absence of hunter disturbance, wi1d1ifo woula be loss ap-
prehensive and more accossible to the phchtographor or VioweI, Littering, particu~
larly by shoop huntors, would be significantly reduced. MWforcement of thie present
regulations governing poaching and. indiscrirdnate discharge of firearms is incf-
foctive, For example, on Fobruary 29, I hoard a long scrics of shots in the Ship
Crook valley--apparently tho rosult of imgulsive shooting al random Largets. Enforce
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PRESTDENT'S PEN continuod

ment of a total hunting closurc could be accomplished cffectively by prohibiting
transport of fircarms into the Park. e A

During the past fow yoars I have toured extensively within the Park and hzve c¢b-
servod that nonhunter uso predominates, Gunning is incompatiblo with both the
safoty and the wilderncss .exporience of the backpackor and wiidlifo viewer. The
Board of Gama. should, in the. intorest of equity, set aside this one tract of Alaskan
land for the enjoymont of those who approciate its uniquo wilderness value.
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ARCTIC VALLEY TO INDIAN
Fobruary 7-8, 1973
by BILL STIVERS

BILL LINDSEY, MIKE McCLELLAND, DAVID NEWCOMBE, STU SCHWARTZ, BILL QUIRK, JOHN TOENES,
MARK WOJTOLIK, and BILLI STIVERS comploted this annual MCA ski tour at 5:00 PM Sunday.,
The party broke trail over most of tho route with little difficulty, The tempcrature
dropped to fivo below zero Saturday night. Sunday was clear with a cold north wind
on our backs as we traversed tho uppor Ship Creck drainage and Indian Creck Passe

Thore was a little excitoment Saturday when onec of BILL QUIRK®s skis dropped into
Ship Creek as he was scrambling from a brokon snow bridge. Fortunately, the ski ‘
bocams ‘lodged botweon a rock and an ice shelf until it was fished out with ski pclose
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'RESURRECTION PASS SKI TOUR
Fobruary 14=-16, 197
by BILL STIVERS -

The MCA party split into two groups. GENE KLYMKO, HUGH CARGILL, BILL STIVERS, ALLEN
MANSFIELD; GARY MICHAELSON, and JERRY O°MALLEY skied from the Hopc Alrport to
Schooner Bend, JIM SCHWEI THELM, AL, WORLAND, MARCEL TERBEEK, JEAN McDOWELL and three
skiers (I misplacod thoir naros) from Palmor skied tho opposite route. The weathor
was cloar and mild for the ontiro throo days. A numbor of glaciated aroas were eén-
countored downstroam from Caribou Crook on an othorwisc compacted snowmobile traile

AL, GARY, and JERRY (all from Palmor) enjoyod skiing undor a full moon from the -
Devil ‘s Pass csabin on Saturday night. Two cnowmobilers worc met near the Juneau
Creek bridge on Morday, tho first day of trail closurc to motor vehicles, 'The vio=
lations woro roported to the Forest Service with a rcquest that MCA be advised of the

complaint *s disposition. ‘
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CLIMBS UP_THE MATANUSKA GLaCIER
Fobruary 6-22, 1976
by ERZAN OrONZK

We were looking for a placo with plonty of pcaks to clirb, a littlo altitude to gut
to, and-something that would make an enjoyable ski tripe The upper Matanuska '
Glacior scemod to fit our droams porfoctly. Sc on Fobruawy 6, ROBIN BOWEN, GREG
DUROCHER,- CHARLIE HAMMOND, and myself startod skiing up the Matenuska Glacier from
Glacior Park with 20 days of supplics. Lot finding tho idoal routo, we spent two
days wandering in and out of moraincs and crevasses in a light sﬁow’fall'wbndoring
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CLIMBS UP THE MATANUSKA GLACIER continucd.

if we'd over got Lo smooth ice, 7The third morning dawmed clear (a c¢icas that wut 4
unboliovably last tho rost of the trip), but wo went backwards instead of forwawis. .
CHARLIE had fallen with a hoavy pack on anc hit his knoe on « rock, spraining las
knee, He had to go batke, Unfortunately for him the trip was cver, W iound a 1
oasier way back through the moraincs and by mid-aftornoon the romaining three of us
wore past our high point moving up glacier. On tho fifth day we got a viow of our
first objectiveo~-Marcus Baker, With fantastic snow conditions for skiing and red
sled hauling wo gained 6800¢ on the Matanuska Glacier, sight of our base camp, witi
over 100 pound pay loads apicce., We wore rcady to do some climbingl

FIRST WINTER ASCENT OF MARCUS BAKER, 15,176, With a snug igloo for base camp we had
all the comforts of home, but tho woathor was too fine to stick around. On the 12th
we lifted eight days® worth of food, shovols for caving, and climbing hardware onto
our backs and skicd to the foot of the north ridge of Marcus Baker, We left skis and
doned crampons at 7200°, The snow was a 1little deep in places, but on tho whole it
was good step kicking. The first day got us to Q500" where wo dug into the side of
a dyifbed crevasse, From this point we left the ridgo and cut across a bowl heading
for a 10,900' saddle whorc we 'd intorsect the ridge once more, In this way we cut
off the longer route that follows the ridge propcr. The wind had been blowing aumost
overy day of the trip and still was at around 20mph out of the south, the tempora-
turc ~2s tolew zero always (quite often dipping to =30 degrees F.), but it was clear
as a bell, and ‘that®s all that mattered to us. 4t 11,900' we found soft enomgh snow
t. dig camp II into tho lec side of = sorac, This was high camp. '

The 14 of Fobruary found us arising at 3s30 AM to start breakfast for summit day.
Ahoad oi & was-a seven mile round trip and 3200 total vertical rise to the summit
and back to camp, all of which was over 11,600'., We wented to have ali the aviilasle
light ah2z4 of m+, o a shorv time from camp wo wore on the narrow =., .. Uthe -oxth
sumiii lockirng anross the plateau to the higher south summit. The day couldu't hLevTe
beon mich bouier; a cloud iayor below 10,000%, clecar abovoy windy again, but not tuo
bad, maybo thirty mph and =20 degrees ¥, Climbing the (00! down to the plateau o®f
the south side of the north peak was the only roal climbing we ran into. It wont
from exposed knite edge to 60 degroo hard snow: But tho cramponing was excellent and
we only put in running belays every 75° for four pitches. Once down on. the plateau
%2 began a long, but boautiful, slog to the middle summits Tho scencry of neighboiin
mountains was always groat. 4 little route finding through crovassos and seracs gou
us down off thc middle summit to the 12,200° saddlo just short of tho actual sumait.

While having a bite to eat and resting before our final push to the t py my Dad 1lew
over in his Cub giving us an air drop of apples, cookics, ice cream, Jotters, an'
Olympic nowss Air mail is the groatest! Charlio was with him, wishing for the worild
ho was with usl

Thoe final $00' to tho summit wo did via the oastern side. Gained the top at 1240 in
ihe hazy sparkle of en s.co-foggy cioud cape han arovad peering off down into T1...
Harvard and Knik Glaciors, but didn®t sce too much d-tail duc to the lower clouus,
4You cannot stay on the summit forover; you have t. ~ouc dowr agiine . o® and cowa we
hwoaded. 4s usual wo headed back to the safoty of high camp with as much determina-
tion as we hcaded for the summit--if wot mere. Wo had dreaded tle 700° wsesnt badcs
over the north peak kncwing we'd be tired, But it wont ecsiiy--cur spliiic weso
high! Witn tho ocastorn side of the ridge illuminated under the cerie light of *he
moon and tho wostern side in the doep shauow of a wanine slpinc glow, we veached
high camp at 6330 PM, It had beon a great daye.

4o slopt in the following morning knowing it wouiw 9 aa Gary day down tu base cwi,
ey wo finally ¢.awiod from tho cave the most wbclicvally eluar shies moe odr ~Vos
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CLIMBS UP THE MATANUSKA GLACIER continued,

Nowhoro was thero a cloud! Such mountains as the Spurr Group, Rissell, Denali Massdt

Hayos group, Kimball, Sanford, Drum, Blackburn, and Ponna could bo seen. We wore

7amazed--at tho vicw and our lucki! By lato aftornoon wo were back at the iglooe

FIRST ASCENT OF PEAK 10,955. - Poak 10,955 is located north of Marcus Bakor at 61°32°
15% north latitudo and 147°42 5159 wost longitude on the Soward Moridian. It had .
lo6ked 1liko a nicc climb coming up tho Matanuska Glacicr and after scoing it from
Marcus Bakor it bocamo tho noxt poak we would try. Wo woro back at basc camp on
tho 15th and docidod to hcad out tho next day for a ono day bid on over 10 miles of
horizontal and 4400 vortical to tho summit and back. GREG docided ho'd sit this
climb out in the comforts of the igloo for a rocoup day. ROB and I wero out of

camp by 6870 tho next morning skiing up to the divido botwoon the Matanuska and
Marcus Baker Glacicrs, By 10:00 wc had gainod the Marcus Bakor Glacier and sun at
9000t after a short climb up a stcepish snow and rock slopc. Wo wero now in the
south facing bowl below our poak soaking up tho sun as wo ski-tourcd upwards. We
wore tho warmest wod boon since loaving the road. W had found a pieco of Spring
and it suro felt goodi At 10,000°¢ we left our skis for the finish to the top via
the wost ridge. The viows were even botter than the day before! Really incrediblel
1530 found us on top of the huge summit cornice gazing at the surroundings in a
perfoct calm, This was one of thoso days we had so often dreamed off It was hard
to lcave, but tho thought of a great ski. run back to camp drew us down. It was
indeed great! Tho only thing that could have happencd wrong was to miss the igloo
in the hugo expansc of ice in which it was located--we alhlost did, too, in the
failing light at 5330, but not quite. Wo called the mountain "Icing Poak® bocause
of the glaciers that slip down off its sides, tho huge cornicos that curl on top,
and the fact that it was ROB's birthday and all we could think of was a delicious
birthday cake coverod with icing.

FIRST ASCENT OF PEAK 8660, FPoak 8660 is locatod at 61°34:35% north latitude and
147926 B0 wost longitudo on tho Soward Meridian. After climbing Icing Poak wo
called a rest day to rolax and roorganize at baso carpe. On the 18th we picked up
and movod down the Matanuska Glacior to the “big bend® (place whore the glacior
makes a major direction change from northeast to northwest and divides into two
forks). Herc wo built another igloo and awaited tho. dawning of the next day so that
we could climb Poak 8660 just north of us across tho cast fork of the Matanuska
Glacior. It clouded over a bit during tho night, but the noxt day, although not
perfoctly cloar, was ideal for climbing. ROB clocted to stay in camp So it was Just
GREG and T kicking our way up a gully systom on tho southwest face on the 19th. Ac
wo gained altitude tho wholc Marcus Baker Massif camc into our view, Things suro
did look closer and smaller than they really wore} Tho snow was good, tho sun

warm, and thc sconery was once again at its best. Thore was a little scrambling up
stoep, frozon scroc and around gendarmes once on the summit ridges but it was easy
oven in VB boots. It was once again -another 1:20 summiting. There were two pointsc
sbout the same hoight on the summit and we spent some time in a cairn building con-
test trying to out-top each other. -The peak is now just a bit highorl W had an

en joyable descent to ‘camp studying the rock and whatnot. What a fine place! We
dubbed the pcak “Pharach Peak® bocause of its improssive pyramidal shapo that
dominates the view on the way up tho Glacier to the big bend and the fact that it

overlooks and guards the two forks of the Matanuska Glaciers

wo had had a great time climbing around and decided we 'd botter hoad to the road
bofore our luck with tho weather turned. No use ruining a pood trip by sitting
storm bound or drowning in snowi On the 20th we started cut with casy loads and
perfoct snow conditions following our old tracks. By the 22nd we wore on the Baot
Fork River bolow Lion ‘s Head almost back to Glacier Park. The trip was over as we
stepped from the bolow gero tomperaturos to the dry, stifling hoat of the lodgs tna’
some people call comfor :010. sk kR oK S
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ARG NEW
If anyone has any material that belongs to ARG pleaso t.ﬁrn it in. This ‘inciudés all
rocords, papers, filcs, and climbing equipment. ARG is trying to got an accurate
inventory of thoir rcsources and nceds your help. Call LEO HANNAN, 277-4748, ii you
have any ARG proporty in your possossion, C o )

ARG Emergency Call List

This information is publishod for you. As a momber of ARG, you may bc called on at
any time. The ARG call-out works in this mannor: ‘

An emergency call for SRA assistance to the Alaska State Troopors sets in motion an
organized soquencoc of ovents. The State Trooper Rescue Co-ordinator detormincs if a
valid SAR emorpency oxistses Ho also dotermines which rescuo organization is best
suited to handle the omorgency. If it is ARG, tho Trooper Coordinator contacts tho .
ARG by using the ARG Call List. Onco the Trooper has contacted a person on the ARG
Call List who accopts tho call-out for ARG, the organization of the ARG oporation
becomes the responsibility of the ARG member accepting the call. The ARG Jleader call
ARG members individually until a large enough team is committed. ARG toam members
provide their porsonal oquipmont.and arrange their own transportation to the
designated rally point. Team and specialized rescue equipment is provided from
ARG®s rescue equipment cache,. : ‘ ‘

Mombers ‘are 1istod in ordor.of their availability. The first person reached on ike
Call List who accopts the call-out for ARG becomes the Operation Leader., When you
assume’ this obligation it is your responsibility to contact enough ARG members to
form the required team. Consult the "ARG Rescue Operation Plan® for information on
how to organize and conduct a SAR operation. i . : E '
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Alaska Rescue Group
. Momborship Call List
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UNDERWOOD, Keith
BERGIN, Steve
WARREN, Warn
GILHAM, Robert

o
]
&4

Name e Home Phone Address . ' '
HANNAN, Leo a 752-%531 277-47438 241% Chilligan Drive, =0%
BEER, Truman 7523619 3hl.-7662 3201 West 7lst, =07 C
FISCHER, Udo - 752-4888 7553465 21-745 9B Fig, Elmendorf
LaPOINT, Bob 752-4888 7R ~6142 21-600 Plum, Rm 24, Elmendorf
HALE, Jim _ 272-1811 - ~B49-1161 P.0. Box 10078, Klatt Sta.,=0%
RICHARDSON, Mike 274-7910 2745044 533 North Klevin, -04
TODD, Gil. 272-6l14 279=7794 3850 Sharnon Court, -04
BRICKLEY, Bill None. | - FE 1500 1611 .tkinson, -O4
KIRCHER, Barry F37-2122 323 -5871 1501 Atkinson, -0k
MUEHLENBACH, Terry o-1665 | 277-4Q38 2454 Forost Park Drive, -03
STRANSKY, George, M.D. 279-0622 x2U5 34k-5096 SR4A 62B, 5800 Yukon Dr,, =C7
BITTLINGMATER, Kurt 277-5605 S Uh2250 SR4 Box 471C ‘
COWALS, Dennis Fublnsy 3 bk sy PoO. Box 104k, =10
O'LEARY, Chuck S hl-5601 S 4l 5601 SRA 1777B, =07
MODEROW, Mark 277-6412 278-3380 820 West. 8th avenue
HENDRICKSON, Dave R79-9461 %27 JH4-1E2 Box 1714, Sid, =07 _
STADEM, Norm 277-5%38 277=3438 24l6  Spurr Lane, -0
SYLVESTER, Rick 863 -8181 276-5969 Poe Box 841, Wasilla, -687
SHERMAN, Marty ——— 277-9036 4004 Towa Brive, =03 .
BOITNOTT, William 752-4888 71lst 4RRS, Elmondorf
BUONAUGRIO, Mike w _ «: ,
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ARG EMERGENCY CALL LIST continued.

MARCH 1976

Name 5 Work Phone  Home Phone Addross -
WILLIAMSON, Denny 752-4883. - . - 71st 4RRS, Elmendorf
WEATHERS, Paul “ ; "
TERRY, Rich J @
KOESER, Paul " ®
WERBER, Bill B "
MORRIS, Bill — J44-6515 SR4A Box 261M, =07
BERTMAN, Jack, M.D. 279-6661 337-6101 1419 Torpin, =04 -
SPROTT, Jim, M.D. 2796661 S-Ul9234 2414 East 52nd, ~07
MOTII, Mike — 2441118 Box 4-131%, Spenard, -09
WILD, Mike — . 265-5326 J—
SCHNICK, Les 274=8069 and 274-0459 2064 Cliffside Drive
, 277-3022 , ,
BECKER, Torry 272-1811 274-78ul 2633 Sponard, -Q3
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'MT. McKINLEY EXPEDITIONS! Now taking applications for climbs to North America’s
highest peak. Contacts R, E. GENET, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676«

okok sk ek ok ok ok ok oK



