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MEETING, MONDAY, JUNE 6

The MCA will meet at the Willow Park Recreation Hall on Monday, June
fth at 8 p.m,

CLIMBING SCHEDULE :

Johnny Johnston would like to see more trips scheduled with more *
leaders participating, It would be nice to have a trip every weekernd,

June 4=5 = Peak behind Eagle River, MNorm Pichler, leading, BR 8=7951,

June 19 = Exploratory Trip: from Girdwood over Eagle glacier onto
glacier leading toward lake Eklutna and ILake George,
Johnny Johnston, leading, DI 4=1503,

ROCK CLIMBING :

Rock Climbing at Mile 22 Seward Highway was initiated for the 60 season
on ilay l2th, A sizabls group assembled to work on both esasy and
barder pitches, Johnny Johnston emphatiecally ruled that anyone climb-
ing without a belay would be expelled from the Club,

Rock Climbing, Thursday, iay 19th by Helen Wolfe

It was Thursday, time for the second evening at the rocks of the
1960 season, But it was also the Thursday after THAT Tueaday and the
tovn was almost entirely devold of rock climbers of any description,
But in the interest of keeping tradition alive a few of the MCA mem=
bers still in town tore themselves away from their redios and headed
down the Seward Highway,

Norm Pichler's presence gave legality to the outing, and we were
delighted to find; when all noses were counted, that we a grand
total of ten members and guests, The weather was much milder then it
had been the previous Thursday,

4s a number of the group were new to climbing, Worm instructed all
in the art of tylng into the rope, the proper calls, and belayins,
Intermingled with this was a tmiy lacture on mountain safety, with a
few pointed remarks on what not to do, The evening ended with instrue-
tion and practice in rapelling, and all hesded home around ten p.m,

Present: Norm Pichler, 41 Fugimoto, Lois Willard, Helen & John

Wolfe, and guests,

Rock Climbing continued on Thursday, May 26th, A speclal effort is
being made this year to get down to the Rooks &s near & p.m, as possi= .
ble to make the best use of the daylight,

NOTES :

Howard Schuck has started a projeect for us, He has maps of our arssa
and is compiling information concerning treils, roads, routes, ste,
411 members are asked to relay available data to Howard for plotting
o the maps,

The Alaske Fesous Group invites all MCA members to joln their group.
Contact Jan Koeberle at FA 2-4089, All MCA members are ilnvited to
@ttend the training clesses regerdless of membership in A.BG.

The smended constitution is in the hands of the Seoretary, and members
desiring copies may obtaln them upon request,

IRIPS ;
Tinean Vieinity, April 24th by Helga Bading
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Spring 1s late .nd avalanohe conditions si .1 mcute ,., so thers
was no Carpathisn trip for us,
Ambitious as ever, Andy Brauchli, Chuck Metzger and I met on
sonday morning, skis tucked into the jeep, and after an hour's delay
{one couldn't wake up) we headed toward the only patch of clear sky
gown the Seward Highway, Arriving in Girdwood it rained and gladly we
followed Andy's advice and kept right on going,
Tinoan at 8:30 a,m, = lo and behold~ brilliant sunshine poured
gown on us, We parked the jJeep, much to the distress of a State
patrolman who made us dig it right into the snowbank, and clambered up
the 8 ft, wall of snow, Skins strapped to the skis we headed into the
peautiful morning, We followed a ridge uphill, luckily so, as an '
gvelanche popped off right in front of our eyes and mome ocould be
peard, Lunch was had on a high spot of the ridge where we sunbathed,
happy as olams, ILiestenlng to the stillness and watohing & flock of
paowgeese wilng northwerd we reflected that this is the kind of day one
pesda more often, ;
But time won't stand still, We climbed the peak (don't know ex=
aotly whioh) without skis and afterwards skied down in wet heavy snow, -
[t was very tricky and at one point I thought we'™ lost Chuck, As he
lay motionless I visuamlized unpacking one fifth of the oatmeal out of
28 paokaged food bags, But back to life he omme and despite a twisted
apkle his rate of descent was still better than average,
Back to the car and then towards town where we arrived - sunburnt
epd happy ~ at 5:30 p,m,

Bird Cresk Ridge, Sunday, May 15th by Helen Wolfe

& beautiful spring day ,..,the leaves almost out, the snow almost
EONE, 44 Just right for the first "on foot"™ hike of the seascn, "4t 11
B, 0, 51x of us gathered at Indian House: Judy and Buecky Wilson,
argaret and Murray Benyon, and Hslen end John Wolfe, Also with us was
Fiona, the Benyon's dog, it was 11:30 or later before we started up
Bird Creek Ridge at a slow and easy peoe,... but despite that the thres
gals, at lemst, were scon huffing and puffing and begging for a rest,
ﬁnna, meanwhile, was running cireles around all of us, much to our

Bgust, :

We atgfpa& for lunch about one, at the first snow pateh, I can
remamber thinking that we were almost at the top, but of course we were
only about one quarter of the way =-- if that, It is perhaps just as
well that some of us do not realize these things, for if we did we
Would not go another step, The thought that the top is just over the
oext rise 1z all that keeps us going ,,.. &and then the next ,... and
then the next ,,.,..

Bucky and Judy had to turn beack shortly afterwards to keep an
Svening appointment, but the reat of us struggled on, (You'd think this
WeE 8 blg mountain, wouldn'™ you?) Fiona was still running in circles
ss++80d up and down each snow patch innumerabls times, What is it
Bbout dogs?

Margaret was having a great deal of trouble on the slippery oran-=
terry bushes with her leather soled shoes, She tried it barefoot for
Bhile, but finally gave that up, too, and found m sunny, sheltered
tollow in which to wait, Fiona, to her disgust, was made to stay too,

43 we approashed the top (the real top) the ridge nartowed, Bars
*oolkks fell away to the south, deep snowdrifts to the north, On the l
bghest point we sew what we decided was a Polar Bear, or at least a |
Bountain goat, It refused to move, and as we ocame oloser it dwindled !
o size until it became a pure white ptarmigen, It was lovely, and 1t
Stayed perched on its rock until we were about six feet from it, then
fluttersd down the mountain on the other side, : ;

I bate to mention the time, but it was about 4:15 p,m, when we
*®anhed the top, Another time record set!

- We lingered momentarily on the peak, absorbing the magnificent

i “W, Then we hurried back to Margaret and Fiona, who would have
Othing to do with us since we had sbandoned her, We reached our cars
® ssven, all dead tired, but plemsed with the day's sonomplishment,

WETING, MONDAY, JUNE 6th

o = Jomes Morris, a reporter who accompanied the succesaful .expediticn
U Everest but who did not elimb It Because It Was There, recently wrote
%‘n 8rtlole for the New York Times about mountaineers antitlad "Why
fey C1imb and Climb snd Climb" in whioch he remarks:

"To give their expeditions respsotabllity, nowadsys they drag
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jong & physiologist or two, a zoologist, a botanist or even a skepti=
aal reporter ; but they really have not a single practical intention in
%naif heads, and their objectives are totally unnecessary, They are
guok more artists than scientists, They believe in Height as an end
in 11;5?1% 3 gﬁer as an honorable destination, The Mountain for The
talin . ' :
MoUR®y g may they survive, with their tin mugs bouncing at their hips,
and their books in countless paperback reprints! It is all too easy
to 8coff at the mountaineers; to wonder if the Seventh Highest Un-
uliﬂlba‘i Peak is much differsent from the Sixth, or will be changed it-
galf if they climb it, : :
But once you have sampled the temper of this wide, supranational,
&pﬂlitiﬂﬂl fraternity, you will realize that there is a purpose to it
11, and & noble one: the purpose of having no ordinary purpose, the
¢ruth of outdisteancing banal truths, the right of a free man to do (1t
you will forgive an old~fashioned Anglicism) what he bloody well likes,
As G,K, Chesterton wrote in another context: 'Ithink the immense
a0t bas something about it human and excusable; and when I endeavor to
analyze the reason of this feeling I find it to lie, not in the fact
yhat the thing was big or bold or successful, but in the fact that the
sning was perfectly useless to everybody, including the person who did

i, "
WEETING, MONDAY, JUNE 6th
olad to have you back Helga, Andy, Chuck, Paul and Rod,



